
Yucca Valley High School GATE Site Plan 2018-2019 
Program Design 

 

Over the past years, Yucca Valley High School has focused extensively on differentiation training for site 

teachers.  Critical and creative thinking lessons were preliminarily shared with the staff through email.  This 

year the liaison will focus on assisting other teachers who come in contact with many GATE students on our 

campus with strategies for meeting student needs.  In the past we have also focused on identification 

strategies and procedures at the staff level.  Work in on-going with the math department to utilize 

independent study avenue for students needing to progress through Integrated Math on an accelerated pace. 

 

As such, teachers at YVHS will be increasing and improving strategies for assisting gifted students 

throughout the school day in each class.  Materials have been made available to teachers to assist them in 

developing these differentiated strategies. 

 

There are approximately 210 identified GATE students at YVHS.  Multiple AP and honors classes are 

offered to gifted and high achieving students.  Eleven AP courses are offered either every year or on a 

rotating basis based on student enrollment, including two English, two calculus, statistics, Spanish, 

Chemistry, Biology, U.S. History, U.S. Government, and Physics.  The history program has undergone 

significant revision under the very capable supervision of a new instructor.  AP U.S. History and AP 

Government are now alternating years giving the instructor the ability to guide students through an 

essentially integrated program over the course of two years.  Additionally, MUSD has entered into a MOA 

with Copper Mountain College to establish a dual enrollment program for 11-12 grade students.  Through 

this program, students may complete Conservation of Natural Resources, English 3A (English 11 YVHS 

equivalent), English 1B (English 12 YVHS equivalent), Math 10 (Integrated 3 YVHS equivalent), Math 12 

(Precalc YVHS equivalent).  This is an exciting offering for our gifted and high achieving students. 

 

Gifted and high achieving freshmen are placed in an honors program consisting of Honors English, Honors 

Biology, and Integrated 2 math.  

 

Due to the high number of gifted students, homework load, sports, and work commitments, students have 

indicated much of what they would like from their GATE liaison is opportunity to go on trips to colleges, 

museums, cultural events, guest speakers ect.   A survey of all YVHS GATE students was conducted 

through which it was discovered a majority of students favored enrichment opportunities of these types.  As 

such, this is what we have focused on over the past years and will continue to focus on in the future. 

 

Goals 

 

The goal of the YVHS GATE program is to meet the needs of our gifted students in multiple ways.  

Because our students are gifted in many ways, there is no way for one activity or method to meet all their 

needs at the same time.  Therefore, we have chosen to offer differing opportunities, on a rotating basis, that 

will meet the interests of our students.   

 

While we encourage and support our teachers in implementing differentiation in the classroom, we cannot 

force them.  We can, however, offer enrichment opportunities outside the classroom.  In the past we have 

attempted to rotate through a variety of themed trips on a yearly basis, however this has proven impossible 

to adhere to.  Therefore, we will vary activities from year to year in an attempt to expose students to a 

variety of academic / personal interests.  Each year will also include a visit to a four-year university to assist 

students with post-secondary college planning needs. 

 

Students are also encouraged to contact their liaison for personal or academic assistance when other avenues 

are ineffective – or simply because they want to talk.  College applications are also a frequent topic of 

discussion. 



 

At the end of four years at YVHS, we would like our GATE students to be more aware, understanding, and 

competent individuals both academically and socially. 

 

Grade Level Addressed 

 

All grades 9-12 

 

Groupings and Structure 

 

Honors, AP, differentiated instruction within core (per teacher), outside of school activities 

 

Identification 

 

Approximately 210 identified GATE students at YVHS 

 

Curriculum and Instruction 

 

Curriculum and instruction are primarily the domain of the classroom.  Field trips align with varying 

standards based on the trip.  Instructors of predominantly GATE courses are asked each year to provide a 

wish list of materials needed or field trips desired for their courses. 

 

Social and Emotional Development 

 

As discussed previously, the GATE focused staff development prior to the start of school covered 

characteristics of the gifted learner, including social and emotional development. 

 

All students at YVHS meet with their counselor at the end of 9th or beginning of 10th grade to develop a 

four-year academic plan.  This meeting involves the student, parent, and counselor.  At this meeting college 

and career plans are discussed so the counselor can better assist the student in registering for the proper 

classes to meet the stated goals.  It seems prudent to ensure this meeting occurs during the freshman year for 

gifted students to ensure proper course placement for the greatest chance at college acceptance. 

 

Professional Development 

 

While at this time liaisons are offered professional development opportunities, attendance remains difficult 

due to extensive commitments to on campus clubs and advanced classes taught. 

 

Parent/Community Involvement 

 

Parent involvement in the GATE program at YVHS is sporadic.  Parents are invited to a meeting at the 

beginning of the school year during Back to School Night and a GATE celebration at the end of the school 

year held at CMC.   Periodic letters and emails will be mailed home via the DO publications department to 

inform parents about upcoming events and news.    Parents are provided the liaison’s email address for 

improved communication.  Parents are asked to email the liason with their student’s name and year of 

graduation in order to be placed on the email list.  All GATE information regarding trips and meetings are 

emailed home and announced during morning announcements. A core group of parents does utilize this 

avenue for questions and clarification of enrichment opportunities.  Parents were surveyed to determine 

which opportunities they would like offered to their students.  In addition to increased academic rigor, 

outside of school trips, such as colleges, theatre performances, museums, etc. were mentioned.  Because of 

the prohibitive new regulations regarding parent chaperones, we will not utilize them on field trip 



anymore unless they offer to go through the screening process or are already a MUSD employee.  YVHS 

GATE will no longer actively recruit parent chaperones. 

 

 

Program Assessment 

 

Parents have been surveyed about their desires for the program, as noted above.  Parents have repeatedly 

been complimentary regarding the increase in care, time, focus, and opportunities being offered to their 

students.  In the past two years, funding for the YVHS GATE program has increased dramatically.  As a 

result, all students in AP Calculus, AP Chemistry, AP Statistics, AP Biology, AP Government, AP U.S. 

History, and AP Physics are offered AP test study guides purchased with GATE funds to improve 

performance on AP tests.  Lab materials for AP Chemistry, AP Biology, Physics, and Honors Biology have 

also been purchased.   

 

Budget for 2018-2019 School Year –  

 

 

Purchase of Vernier Probeware to support AP Physics - $830.35   

 

Purchase AP Physics exam review books to be utilized for test review. 

 

 

Proposed Activities and Events for the 2018-2019 School Year 
 

 

 

AP BIOLOGY LAB OVERNIGHT  

Whitewater Preserve - Friday to Saturday, October 5-6.  Leave YVHS 2:00 pm Friday. 

Return 12:30 Saturday. 
 

Overnight field trip for lab retreat.  Students will complete 2-3 of the core AP Biology inquiry labs utilizing 

the preserve’s natural resources. 

 

Budget 

 

Bus – 160 miles (Friday and Saturday) @ 0.75 per mile = $120.00 

Driver Cost – 6 hours @ $31.00 per hour = $186.00 

Teacher instructional time – 6 hours x $30.20 = $181.20 

 

Total:  $487.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE DESERT SYMPHONY: AMERICAN MUSIC – WHAT MAKES IT SO?  

McCallum Theater - Thursday, October 25.  Leave approximately 8:15 am.  Return 

approximately 12:30 pm.  Max 34 students. 
 
Five dynamic musical compositions make up this festive concert program curated by The Desert Symphony’s 
Maestro Gary Berkson. Having lived outside the US for thirty years, Berkson, like many other people living away 
from their native countries, always felt it important to maintain his American identity. Many classical composers, 
starting in the mid-nineteenth century, felt a similar urge, which led to music that became an entity of its own. 
Dudley Buck’s Festival Overture on America’s National Air, “The Red Man” from Dwellers in the Western 
World by John Philip Sousa, Variations on America by Charles Ives, “Saturday Night Waltz” from Rodeo by Aaron 
Copland, & Pops Hoe-Down by Richard Hayman will inspire a curious listen to what’s American in orchestra 
music. 

 

 

Budget 

 

Bus – 100 miles @ 0.75 per mile =  $75.00 

Driver – 5 hours @ $31 per hour = $155.00 

Substitute for one teacher = $110.00 

No ticket cost 

 

Total $340.00 

 

 

CALIFORNIA SCIENCE CENTER – KING TUT EXHIBIT / USC TOUR 
California Science Center – Friday, November 2.  Leave YVHS 7:00 am.  Return 

approximately 9:00 pm.  Max 30 students. 
 

 

 

 

Budget 

 

Bus - 260 miles @ 0.75 per mile = $195.00 

Driver - 15 hours @ $31.00 per hour = $465.00 

31 Tickets @ 16.45 each = 509.95 

Substitute for 2-3 teachers = $330.00 

 

Total:  $1,500 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

UCR STEM LAB – AP BIOLOGY AND HONORS BIOLOGY 
UC Riverside Dynamic Genome Program – Friday, December 14.  Leave 7:00 am.  

Return approximately 5:00 pm.  Max 50 students.  AP and Honors have priority as this is 

required for these courses.  Extra spaces will be open to all GATE students. 

 
Students will participate in the UCR PTC module where they will test their own phenotype and genotype for tasting 
bitter compounds.  This is an actual experiment that involves DNA isolation, PCR, Restriction enzyme digest and gel 
electrophoresis to determine the students’ genotypes for an allele involved in detecting bitter compounds.  Lab will 
take place in Campbell Hall (yes, the Campbell who wrote our AP and Honors textbooks) at UCR.  Long pants (no 
loose-fitting yoga styles permitted) and closed-toe shoes are absolutely required for entry into the lab. 

 
Budget 

 

Bus – 140 miles @ 0.75 per mile =  $105.00 

Driver – 10 hours @ $31 per hour = $310.00 

Substitute for one teacher = $110.00 

No ticket cost 

 

Total $525.00 

 

 
 

 
OREGON BALLET THEATRE – RHAPSODY IN BLUE 

McCallum Theater – Friday, March 8.  Leave approximately 8:15 am.  Return 

approximately 12:30 pm.  Max 35 students. 
 

 
Oregon Ballet Theatre comes to McCallum with a powerful dance concert. The program will open with narrated 
excerpts from Napoli, a masterwork by Danish choreographer August Bournonville, choreographed in 1842.  The 
Bournonville tradition - exemplified by naturalistic mime and fast fleeting footwork - is physically demanding but 
also easily accessible to all, with grace and joy underpinning its exuberance. The second dance, Rhapsody in 
Blue, is a new dynamic work, choreographed by OBT’s Resident Choreographer Nicolo Fonte in 2017. The 
suggestion of a story can be found in shifting pairings, sometimes male/female, sometimes male/male, with 
thematic elements of play, romance, friendship and community woven throughout this modern day ballet.  Set 
to George Gershwin’s iconic masterpiece Rhapsody in Blue, the dance is performed to live music played by 
Thomas Lauderdale (of Pink Martini fame) and Hunter Noack on two pianos in full view of the audience. 

 

 

Budget 

 

Bus – 100 miles @ 0.75 per mile =  $75.00 

Driver – 5 hours @ $31 per hour = $155.00 

Substitute for one teacher = $110.00 

No ticket cost 

 

Total $340.00 

 

 
 



WHITEWATER PRESERVE CREEK FREAKS – ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

Friday, March 22.  Leave YVHS 7:15 am. Return approximately 1:30 pm.  Max 30 

students. 
 

The Creek Freaks program is one that was designed by the Izaak Walton League to help organizations and 

volunteers monitor streams across the nation. The program consists of biological, chemical, and physical 

testing of our river, including the collection of benthic macroinvertebrates for surveying. There is a heavy 

focus on making observations, using tools, data collection, math, chemistry, and biology / ecology.  The first 

half of the field trip consists of a walk to the river, where students gather physical and chemical data on the 

stream. After lunch, we go to the ponds to use seine nets and other small nets to collect water dwelling 

invertebrates from the water. Students then identify and sort the insects based on their tolerance level to 

pollutants to determine our water quality rating.  

 

Budget 

 

Bus – 80 miles @ 0.75 per mile - $60.00 

Driver Cost - 7 hours @ $31 per hour $217.00 

Substitute for one teacher – $110.00 

 

Total:  $387.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Grand total:  $4409/$5055.00 (total from DO may be a bit higher) 
 
Any remaining money will stay “in limbo” for unexpected opportunities that arise or needs that are 
discovered during the school year. 
 

 

YVHS Site Liaison: ____________________ Date:  ____________________________ 

   Ms. Cindy Zacks 

 

Approved by:  _________________________ Date:  ____________________________ 

              Mr. Justin Monical, Principal 


